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Her fancy followed him thro’ foaming waves 
! To diftant fhores, and fhe would fit and weep 
. At what a failor fuffers : fancy too, 
Delufive moft where warmeft wihhes are, 
Would oft anticipate his glad return, 
And dream of tranfports fhe was not to Know. 
Cowper, 








Ir the following little tale fhould be | 
thought defective in point of incident, the Reader is | 
informed, that it is not offered to him as the effort | 
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| 
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ofa fertile imagination, and that its fimplicity arifes 
from the reality of the events. Should it be cen- 
fured for want of novelty, the charge, perhaps, can- 
not be obviated, but the inference to be drawn from 

it, is fo much the more juft: for when Mifery 
roams abroad, why fleeps Benevolence ? 


Ar a village on the coaft of Sufex lived Wilfon 


and Mary. ‘They had been married to each other, 
Ee 
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while they both were young, and found in connubial 
life the comforts, which all expect, and few enjoy. 
He had been brought up to the occupation of a fifh- 
erman ; and the profits arifing from his employment, 
together with a {mall annuity purchafed for him by 
his father, produced an income,which removed him- 
felf and Mary far above the preflure of want, and al- 
lowed the indulgence of every wifh, which their 
breafts had learnttoframe. They were richer in their 
humble lot than are the afpiring great, and far more 
bleft than thofe, whom Fortune holds up to envy. 


Tuat elegance of fentiment is neceffary to the 
exiftence of happinefs in ourfelves, or to our percep- 
tion of it in others, is the dream of lettered pride 
or frivolous refinement. /Vilfon and Mary were re- 
garded by the cottagers as the happieft couple in the 
village : and thofe, who remember them, ftill re- 
count inftances of their mutual tendernefs. As foon 
as the tide came in, Mary with her children would 
be the firft on the beach, to welcome the return of- 
Wilfon’s boat, and to folace with her fmiles the la- 
bours he had endured for herfelt and her little ones. 
When he had been fuccefsful, fhe would draw his 
attention to the children ; and when he had buffet- 
ted the billows in vain, fhe would impute his failure 
to the roughne{s of the fea, which on the morrow 
would be calm. 


Wuen France had engaged to affift the Colonies in 
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eftablifhing their independence, Wz/fon felt a de- 
fire to exchange the inglorious life of a fifherman, 
for the more honourable duties of a Driti/b Seaman. 
He was influenced, partly, by the prejudices againft 
the French, which among our fea-faring people are 
hereditary ; and, partly, by the lure of prize-money, 
Which fuggefted to him the hope of enriching his 
family by fome fortunate atchievement. When he 
mentioned his project to Mary, fhe burft into a flood 
of tears, and then, for the firft time, doubted his at 
tachment to her; fhe reproached him with cruelty 
in wifhing to defert a wife and family, whofe wel- 
fare depended wholly on his fafety: the hope of 
prize-money fhe treated as the fuggeftion of avarice 
and difcontent: “fo long, as you live,” faid Mary, 
«Tam rich and happy; butif you are determined 
“to leave me, fomething within me fays, we fhall 


“ never meet again.” 


Wilfon, moved by the perfuafive eloquence of fe- 
male tears, defifted from his purpofe, and refolved 
ro purfue his ordinary occupation. He continued 
to enjoy domeftic comfort ; and his boat, towards 
the end ofthe enfuing feafon, had been more fuc- 
cefsful than any on the coaft. One evening, how- 
ever, when the fifhermen had long been ex- 
pected, the tide was obferved to retreat and not a 
fingle boat had arrived. The fea was calm, and the 
wind was favourable to their return. The fears of 
Mary were foon awakened for the fate of her huf- 
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band, and at length every countenance throughout 
the village was marked with anxiety and terror. 
When two hours had elapfed from the beginning 
of the ebb, fome of the fifhermen arrived with the 
intelligence, that as they were returning home, 
they difcovered between themfelves and the land a 
frigate, who had brought to feveral trading veffels 
in order to prefs their men; that to avoid her they 
were obliged to put further out to fea, and to make 
a large circuit, before they could fteer with fafety 
for the land ; that a part of the fhip’s crew had gone 
in purfuit of them, and that //7//on with {feveral 
others had been carried on board. At this informa- 
tion Mary was, almoft diftracted. Not only was her 
hufband torn away from her, but fhe knew not what 
had become of him. The conjectures concerning 
the fhip’s courfe were various and contradictory. 
She wifhed immediately to follow Wil/on, but could 
gain no tidings, where he might be found. After 
three days of agonizing fufpenfe, fhe received a let- 
ter from him dated from on board a tender lying at 
Chatham. She inftantly took the Coach; and in two 
days was admitted to the prefence of her hufband. 
‘The regulating officer, whofe feelings had not ac- 
guired an increafe of fenfibility from frequent 
{fpectacles of diftrefs, was touched with the tender- 
nefs of this interview. Her entreaties, however, for 
¥ilfon’s releafe were ineffectual: and after being per- 
mitted to converfe with him awhile in private, fhe 
was ordered to be taken afhore. The imprcft men 
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were immediately transferred from the tender to a 
man of war, which failed out of the Medway the 
fame afternoon. Mary followed the fhip with her 
eye, till it was no longer vilible, and then gave her- 
felf up to melancholy and grief. 


AFTer remaining at Chatham for a day, fhe fum- 
moned refolution to revifit her cottage. But it was 
not now, as heretofore, the abode of happinefs and 
peace ; the fire-fide had loft its powers of imparting 
comfort; and the coming-in of the fifhing-boats 
ferved only to remind her of /Vil/ox. By degrees, 
indeed, fhe recovered her former fpirits, and began 
to amufe her imagination with the diftant profpect 
of her hufband’s return. Some letters from him, 
in which he pictured to his fancy f{peedy conquett 
and accumulated wealth, contributed to this end ; 
till, at length, fhe became reconciled to his abfence, 
and regained her accuftomed cheerfulnefs. 


Ir was the lot, however, of /i//on to ferve in 
Lord Roducy’s {guadron, which engaged the Spanyh 
fleet commanded by Langara. ‘The event of that 
fight is well known to have been honourable to the 
Britifh arms. But the glory of nations is not to be 
purchafed without the blood of individuals. In that 
conteft were facrificed the lives of many brave fea- 
men, and among others, that of the humble hero 
of this narrative. After he had diftinguifhed him- 
felf during the heat of the action by fignal in- 
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{tances of courage and intrepidity, almoft the laft 
fhot, which the enemy fired, fevered him in two. 
His comrades lamented his lofs with the fincerity of 
failors, and amidft the acclamations of victory com- 


€ 


mitted him to the deep. 


It was fome time, before Mary received the fatal 
intelligence. Her firft expreffions of grief were 
wild and frantic ; but the nearer profpect of penury 
threw over her countenance the thoughtful air of {et- 
tled dejection. Atthe deceafe of her hufband his 
annuity was, of courfe, no more ; anda few pounds, 
which were due from his Country to his paft fervices, 
formed almoft the whole of the little fubfiftence, 
by which fhe and three children were henceforward 
to be fupported. She immediately took leave of the 
cottage, which was no more to be gladdened with 
the prefence of //i//on, and retired toa meaner ha- 
bitation. Here fhe endeavoured to obtain a main- 
tenance by employing herfelf and the children in 
making nets for the filhermen: but as moft of them 
had familics of their own, this expedient afforded 
her little encouragement. Her misfortunes being 
known in the neighbourhood, agentleman, who had 
formerly been in the Navy, obferved “ that it was 
“a puty three fuch fine boys fhould not ferve his 
« Mayjefty ;” and accordingly fent them to the Ma- 
rine Society in London ; but upon being folicited to 
procure fome means of fubfiftence for the wi- 
dow, he replied © that he did not know of any pro- 
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© vifion made for her by the government, or that fhe 
« had any reafon to expect it; for that her hutband 
«¢ and children were now out of her way, and that {he 
“ was as free from all incumbrances, as before fhe 


“ was married.”’ 


To have known better days, will fometimes re. 
commend us to gratuitous relief, but very rarely to 
employment. Proiperity IS NOt fuppofed to have 
prepared the mind jor humiliation and dependence; 
and the obedience of thofe, who have been unufed 
to fervitude, will always be thought iniuifficient. 
Wherever Mary ofiered herfelf for fervice, fhe was, 
as is ufual, conftantly interrogated refpecting her laft 
place; and on the recital of her ftory, as regularly re- 
jected. Sometimes, indeed, the humane would afford 
her temporary fuccours ; but favours once confer. 
red are not often repeated. Many, however, would 
coldly remark, that her diftrefs was not peculiar to 
herfelf, and that the fame provifion was made for 
her, as for the poor in general. 


Huncer now ftared her in the face: yet a fenfe 
of fhame ftill forbad her to afk relief of a Parifh, in 
which fhe had lived with credit and refpect. But her 
diftreffes did not efcape the vigilance of the Overfeer 
of the Poor, who gave her to underftand, that fhe 
had no fettlement in the village, as her hufband had 
never been included in the rates. She was born at 
a fea-port town in Kent, feventy miles from her pre- 
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fent refidence ; to this place fhe was ordered to be 
removed. Having fubmitted to the infolence and 
cruelty of the Parifh-Officers in the towns, thro’ 
which fhe paffed, and having furvived the fatigue 
of a journey rendered dangerous by the weaknefs of 
her health, fhe arrived at the place of her deftina. 
tion, and was fent to the work-houfe. She had 
there been fupported near three years, when death 
put an end to her forrows. Two of her fons are 
now in the fervice of their Country, and inherit 
their father’s bravery; perhaps, his fate. 


R. 


To a Correfpondent. 
The C.S. has to thank his True Frienp for very pleafing 
intelligence : it is hoped, that a laudable plan ‘ propofed and 
** much talked of,” will fhortly be put into execution. 














